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quoting various other passages from the prophets, all as ho thinks supporting- the same view, he sets forth the extraordinary idea a.s a confirmatory argument, that the planets or some of them are to be the future abode of man. For, he says, u Man in his future state of existence is to consist, as at present, of a spiritual nature residing in a corporeal frame1. lie must live, therefore, upon a material planet, subject, to all the laws of matter."" And he concludes thus: "• If then1 is not room, then, on our globe for the millions of millions of beings who have lived and died on its surface, we can scarcely doubt that their future abode must be on some of the primary or secondary planets of the solar system, whose inhabitants have ceased to exist, or upon planets which have long been in a stale of preparation, as our earth was, for the advent of intellectual life."
It is pleasant to turn from such weak and trivial arguments to the only other modern works which deal at some length with Ibis subject, the late Richard A. Prod or's Other ]Vorhls than Ours, and a volume published five years later under the title, Our Place (unong Infinities. Writ.ten as Ihese were by one of the most, accomplished astronomers of his day, remarkable alike for the acuteness of his reasoning and the clearness of his style, we are always interested and instructed even when we cannot, agree with bis conclusions. In the first work mentioned above, he assumes, like Sir David Brewster, the antecedent probability that, the planets are inhabited and on much the same theological grounds. So strongly does he feel this that, he continually speaks ay if the planets must be inhabited unless we can show very good reason that they ctinnot be so, thus throwing the